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more to the forefront of public life in China, her tact
and familiarity with Western ways proving an in-
valuable support to the Head of a Government who
knew no foreign language: while Soong Ching-ling,
the widow of Sun Yat-sen, has lived in these last
years in seclusion and separation from her family.
At times (as during the Shanghai strike, when the
National Salvation leaders were arrested) driven into
hiding because of her Leftist sympathies, Madame
Sun Yat-sen has always been loyal to the ideals of her
husband, and has kept alive something of the tradi-
tion of the Left Kuomintang. The most haunting
figure of the Chinese Revolution, she has remained
by her beauty and her undaunted spirit the inspira-
tion of all the progressive elements of Young China.
But Dr. Kung in his new position seems to have
forgotten for the time being most of his liberalism.
It had so often been said that the Nanking Govern-
ment was merely the fa9ade of a dictatorship, that
the chief concern of Kuomintang officials at this time
seems to have been to assure the world that they could
get on well enough without Chiang Kai-shek, Kung
made long speeches over the radio, asserting that
there could be no dealings with armed rebellion, no
truce with the "Communist-bandits"; and assuring
the nation that the dignity of the Government would
certainly be upheld, even if it meant wiping out the
rebels by force (and the Generalissimo and some of
the ablest members of his military staff along with
them). In spite of this impressive "solidarity," it
seems clear that Nanking was pretty badly de-
moralised. And the reason is not far to seek.
It had been the policy of Chiang Kai-shek to ap-